Fire extinguishing and escape
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The requirements in this chapter have been informed by, and
may refer to, the following technical references, codes and
regulations. If you are building, fitting-out or making substantial
changes to a vessel, we strongly recommend you refer to, and
take account of, the codes and standards below:

m BS 5306-3:2003 ‘Fire extinguishing installations and
equipment on premises. Code of practice for the
inspection and maintenance of portable fire
extinguishers’

m BS 5499-2:1986 ‘Fire safety signs, notices and graphic
symbhaols. Part 2 Specification for self-luminous fire
safety signs’

m BS 5499-5&6:2002 ‘Graphical Symbols and Signs.
Safety Signs, Including Fire Safety Signs -

‘Part 5: Signs with Specific Safety Meanings’
‘Part 6: Creation and design of graphical symbols for use
in safety signs’. Requirements

m BS 6575:1985 ‘Specification for fire blankets’
(superseded, withdrawn)

= BS EN 3-6:1996 ‘Portable fire extinguishers. Provisions
for the attestation of conformity of portable fire
extinguishers in accordance with EN 3 Pt 1 to Pt 5’

= BS EN 1869:1997 ‘Fire blankets’
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m BS EN ISO 9094-1:2003 ‘Fire Protection. Craft with a hull length of
up to and including 15m’

m BS EN ISO 9094-2:2002 ‘Fire Protection. Craft with a hull length of
over 15m and up to 24m’

m Statutory Instrument Sl 1998 No. 1011 ‘The Merchant Shipping
(Fire Protection: Small Ships) Regulations 1998’
http://www.opsi.gov.uk/si/si1998/19981011.htm

= MCA Information on the ‘Regulations Applicable to Pleasure
Vessels’ http:// www.mcga.gov.uk/c4mca/mcga-
pleasure_craft_information_pack.pdf

This chapter covers the requirements to ensure that your boat has
suitable fire-fighting equipment in order to provide an immediate
response to a small fire. This will minimise the risk of a fire on your
boat escalating out of control, and can help you and your passengers
to escape safely.

You should ensure that your portable fire extinguishers are properly certified,
that you have a sufficient number of an appropriate type and that they are
in good condition. A fire blanket may provide a better method of extinguishing
a cooking pan fire. There is a section on fire blankets in this chapter.

To help ensure that anyone onboard may
escape more easily from a fire, we strongly

recommend that whenever possible, your boat -~
should have two means of escape from g
accommodation areas. This will be checked o >

at examination and advice provided as P S
appropriate.

Knowing about the location of your
extinguishers, how to use them and the fire
blanket and ensuring your crew know where
the escape points are key parts of a fire
action plan. There is more information on
making a fire action plan in our leaflet
‘Avoiding Fire Afloat’.

Boats obliged to meet the navigation authorities’ requirements must
comply with the following:

16 All vessels must carry specified fire fighting equipment.

17 All fire fighting equipment must be maintained in good condition
and kept readily accessible for safe use in an emergency.
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mPortable fire extinguishers

Having the equipment to deal with small fires as well as the facility
to aid an escape from a small fire is covered in this section.

The size and layout of a boat determines your ability to reach an
extinguisher easily and to have the available capacity to control
small fires.

6.1.1/R REQUIREMENT

Are the correct number of portable fire extinguishers provided,
and do they have the correct fire ratings?

Check the number of portable fire extinguishers provided and check
their individual and combined fire ratings.

Each portable fire extinguisher must have an individual fire rating of
5A/34B or greater.

The number of portable extinguishers and their combined fire ratings,
must be as prescribed in the following table.

The minimum number of extinguishers may be reduced by a maximum
of one 5A/34B rated extinguisher where the vessel has either no
internal combustion engines, or no fuel-burning appliances.

Length of vessel Min. number Min. combined fire

of each rating
Under 7m (23ft) 2 10A/68B /D16B-5A 3¢
7-11m (23-36ft) 2 13A/89B PZ.C 134 87:
Over 11m (36ft) 3 21A/144B

Notes — Owners of longer vessels must pay attention to the total
required capacity in the ‘Min. combined fire rating’ column.

Portable fire extinguishers manufactured prior to the introduction of EN
3 may not have fire ratings marked on the extinguisher. Such
extinguishers maintained in good condition, properly certified and
satisfying the navigation authority’s previous individual and total weight
requirements are acceptable. More information about this is available on
www.boatsafetyscheme.com or by post or email from the BSS Office.

Fuel-burning appliances include those fuelled by LPG, diesel, paraffin,
spirit and solid fuel.

Supplementary information on fire ratings and classification is available
on www.boatsafetyscheme.com or by post or email from the BSS Office.
























